The George Sand-

Well! it is not he with whom I am angry, nor with the others;
but with ours.

If they had paid more attention to the education of the supe-
rior classes, delaying till later the agricultural meetings; in
short, if the head had been put above the stomach, should we
have been likely to be where we are now?

I have just read, this week, Buchez' Preface to his Histoire
parlementaire. Many inanities which burden us today come
from that among other things.

And now, it is not good of you to say that I do not think
of "my old Troubadour"; of whom then, do I think? perhaps
of my wretched book? but that is more difficult and less agree-
able.

How long do you stay at Cannes?

After Cannes shan't you return to Paris? I shall be there
towards the end of January.

In order to finish my book in the spring of 1869, I must not
give myself a week of holiday; that is why I do not go to
Nohant. It is always the story of the Amazons. In order to
draw the bow better they crushed their breast. It is a fine
method after all.

Adieu, dear master, write to me, won't you?

I embrace you tenderly.

LXXIV.    To GUSTAVE FLAUBERT, AT CROISSET

Nohant, 31 December, 1867

I don't agree with you at all that it is necessary to destroy
the breast to draw a bow. I have quite a contrary belief which
I follow, and I think that it is good for many others, probably
for the majority. I have just developed my idea on that sub-
ject in a novel which has been sent to the Revue and will ap-
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